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_- VAN driver Kenneth Wis- 
dom, 37, said he believed 
_ spasticity was caused 
_ genetically. 


_ Nigel 


é 
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HOW much does the 
general public know 


about spastic people 


and the charity which 
exists to help them? 


It is easy to fall into 


the trap of assuming 
that the needs and 


‘It’s a ques- 
tion of marrying the wrong 


_- person,’ he said. 


Mr Wisdom, who fives in 
Rochester, said he had heard 
of The Spastics Society. ‘They 
teach spastic children to move 
their bodies, and if they have 


a chance to learn to move 
- properly it must be a great 


help, he added. But he 


. admitted he had never known 
_ a Spastic person. 


,S . representative 
McMain said: ‘I 
. don’t really know what The 
. Spastics Society is, but 


eSALES 


: obyiously I know what a 


spastic is.” | 

He went on: ‘I think — it 
coyers all aspects of disability, 
with both mental and physical 
handicaps. Is that right? 
Nigel, 24, from Strood, thought 
spastic’ children should be 
piven as much help as pos- 
sible. — 
_ He said: ‘I suppose it costs 
a lot of money because the 


‘children hayen’t got. all the 


faculties of a normal’ person. 
. They must need a lot of belp 


te give them a rewarding life.’ 


_IN case anyone ever asks 

you about The © Spastics 
Society and .the people it 
helps, here are the facts: 


A spastic is someone who 


has suffered damage to the 
small - portion of the brain 
which controls movement and 
posture. Sometimes the dis- 
order, known medically as 
cerebral palsy, is the result of 
the failure of the brain to 


NEW SERIES PRICE 5p 


problems of both are 


well understood by the 
man, woman and child 
in the street, but in 
spite of 25 years of 
hard work there are 
still some people who 


STROOD shipping clerk, 
Miss Julie Drayson, who 
is 23, had “vaguely heard” 
of The Spastics Society. 
Her description of a spastic 


child was: ‘Someone who's 
partly deformed, but I really 
don’t know very much more, 
and I’ve no idea why it should 
happen. She presumed that 
The Spastics Society provided 
schools and facilities for 


spastic children. ‘I suppose if 
tries to teach them to become 
mobile, she. added. 


SNe 


TREVOR Pogue, 24, from 


Longfield, near Dartford, 


belongs to a motor club, 
and two of the members 
-are spastics. 

He said: ‘It’s a physical 
disability. really, but 1 don’t 
know . what. causes it” . He 
hadn’t any experience of The 
Spastics Society, but he added: 
‘. do know it’s very difficult 


trying not to offend people by 


offering to help them all the 
time. On the other hand you 
don’t want them to feel you 
are ignoring them. It’s hard 
to strike a balance, helping 
them if ‘it’s really needed and 


- aHlowing them to do what they 


can for themselves.’ 


develop normally. Some spas- 
- tics are only very lightly handi- 
capped, others are totally 
immobilised, unable to move 
more than a finger or toe. 
Speech, sight and hearing are 
often affected and a proportion 
of spastics, certainly not all, 
also have mental handicaps. 
At least six spastic babies are 
born in Britain every day but 
it has been proved that this 
figure could be dramatically 


- what: a spastic is.’ 


contributed to 


have only vaguely 
heard of the cerebral 
palsied 
- Society. 
Spastics News made 
this shock discovery 
when a reporter and 


‘and the 


“3 


SCHOOLBOY Matthew 


Rowe, aged 11, had never - 


heard of The _ Spastics 
Society, and he had no idea 
what it meant to be a 
spastic child. 

Matthew, who comes from 
Gravesend, and goes to a 
public school, said: ‘I have 
never been in contact with a 
spastic, and I’ve never heard 
of the Society.’ 

He thought spastic child- 
ren should mix with other 
youngsters more. — 


SS 


KATHLEEN Shelley, a 


receptionist from Roches-' 


ter, was ‘not sure exactly 


‘Someone who is perhaps 
not necessarily mentally 
deficient, but perhaps retar- 
ded?? -she suggested. ‘And 
very often isn’t there some 
physical disability, too?’ 

Miss Shelley- said she had 
the Society 
although she had never been 


in contact with a spastic 


person. She said: ‘I think too 
often they are kept away from 
normal people and I am sure 
they could benefit from more 
contact with ordinary child- 
ren,” 


reduced if research findings 
were fully applied. 

The Spastics Society is the 
leading organisation in the 
world for. the care, treatment, 
training and education of 
spastic children and adults. 
Founded: in January, 1952, by 
a group of parents who were 
concerned about the neglected 
needs of their disabled child- 
ren, it now covers England and 
Wales and has 190 affiliated 


MRS Aline Greenwood 


a photographer went 
out into Kent and 
asked the first 10 


people. they saw: 


‘What do you know 
about spastics and The 
Spastics Society?’ 


was more knowledgeable 
than most, but then she 
lives near a_ school for 
handicapped children in 
West Wickham. 

Mrs Greenwood, 54, said: ‘I 
really know more about spina 
bifida children than I do about 
spastics, but isn’t it caused 
through brain damage, which 
affects the child’s movements?’ 
She was full of praise for 
special schools. ‘The teachers 
are totally dedicated and they 
know exactly how to handle 
the children.’ And Mrs Green- 
wood believed it is essential 
to have purpose built schools 
to provide all the necessary 
special equipment, 


BRIAN Stanley, a brick- 
layer, aged 27, admitted he 
did not know very much at 
all about spastics. ‘Is it a 
deformity which affects the 
limbs?’ 

Brian, who lives in Roches- 
ter, said he thought the Society 
provided: special schools and 
other facilities, ‘but,’ he added, 
‘Tm not really sure? 


ere are the facts 


Just for the record — 


local groups. 

The Society has established 
over 60 national schools and 
centres to cater for the needs 
of children and adults, and has 
been in the vanguard of 
pioneering new services for the 
handicapped. In addition, it 
has funded a £3m research unit 
at Guy’s Hospital, London, in 
an attempt to discover the 
causes of spasticity ~~ and its 
prevention. 
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Not a representative 
survey, certainly, but 
a good indication of 
public attitudes. — It 
should give us all food 
for thought. 

The _ encouraging 


‘A SPASTIC child is one 
who cannot control the use 


of its limbs, said Mr 
William Beck, aged 59. He 


had heard of The Spastics 
Society, and had _ con- 
tributed towards it. 

Mr Beck, a service manager, 
of Higham, near Gravesend, 
said he gave because he wanted 
to do something to ‘try to give 
spastics a better life and help 
their parents by - providing 
special schools. But he felt 
that many spastic children 
were far too isolated from 
ordinary children. ‘After all, 
they are just as much human 
beings, but unfortunately too 
many people are ready to 
ignore them.’ 

Mr Beck said he had been 
to an open day at a special 
school for spastic children and 
was appalled at how few 
people bothered to go along. 


Wes end a lotoftime d 


years of 


are aware of that.’ 


The Newton 
(b\shrinker 


esigning the weigh 
wheelchairs — but not the strength. Only special 
cperience with rust free aluminium alloy—as used fi 
aircraft — has made it possible to get down to an astonishing 


_ WHAT DO THEY KNOW ABOUT US? 


fact to emerge was 
that while people 
didn’t know the facts, 
most of their answers 
revealed a deep con- 
cern for the handi- 
capped. 


ETS 


MISS Susan Berry, 18, had 
seen a film about spastic 
children when she was at 
school. | 

Her definition of a spastic 
was: ‘It’s not a mental handi- 
cap, just a physical handicap, 
but I don’t think many people 
Susan, 
who works in a London office 


and lives near Rochester, said_ 


her school had organised 
sponsored walks and other 
fund raising activities to help 
swell the coffers of the 
Society. She added: ‘I think 
they, do a good job, from what 
I have heard’ 

Susan said she felt special 
schools helped parents to 
cope. ‘I think it’s marvellous 
that there are people who are 
willing to look after them, it 
must take a lot of patience 
and care,’ she said. 
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skills, and: 


30ib, And we are atickers for precision engineering. Every nut 


and bolt along the line is checke 


d, and then we check it over 


again, We have to. After all we have a reputation for quality. 
Furthermore, wheels, side panels and footrests are all 
detachable. Ideal for travel or storage in most car boots. 


No wonder Newton export more 
any other UK m 


sous love 


lightweight wheelchairs that 
anufacturer, 


a Newton. 


Aids ltd 


Dept. N11/SN 


za Conway 


RESEARCH 
Telephone 


& SERVICE 


When only the best will do— go Newton 


Street, London WIP SHE 
: 01-637 6962 
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JUBILEE NEWS SPECIAL 
£1,000 hope |; 


from his 


Royal walk | ; 


TWO kilted Scots pipers 
were just part of the recep- 
tion committee when 
Andrew Berry marched on 
Windsor Castle. 

Waiting to greet Andrew 


~ was Helen Ross, 11, daugh- 


ter of Mrs Ivy. Ross, chief 
fund raiser of Slough and 
District Spastics Welfare 
Society, who handed 
Andrew a cheque for £100. 

Andrew had covered the dis- 
tance between the Royal resi- 
dence of Sandringham where 
he was given a right royal 


_ send-off by the West Norfolk 


District Spastics Society, and 
Windsor, in just six days. 

They say the last mile is 
always the longest, but Andrew 
had a mere eight of the 130 
miles to complete on the final 
day and described it as ‘More 
@ quiet stroll!’ 

However he admitted: ‘I 
was still very tired! But I'd 
been planning the walk since 
November so I am_ yery 
pleased it worked. 

‘I wanted to raise money for 

' my old school and a swimming 
pool at Meldreth Manor 
School in Hertfordshire, and I 


_ wanted to mark the Jubilee, 


so in the end [ hit on a spon- 
sored walk because I like 


Walking.’ 


Andrew, 26, used to attend 
the Thomas Delarue School, 
which like Meldreth, is run 


_ by The Spasties Society. 


Now a programmer with the 


giant American company ITT- 
International Telegraphs and 
Telegrams, he used a pyramid- 
selling technique for getting 
Sponsors. He approached 
sponsors who in turn 
approached others and as a 
result, Andrew hopes to raise 
in the region of £1,000. 
Andrew was ‘accompanied 
by a support crew, all Old 


Delaruvians, they were Andy . 


Bohach, Terry Clark 
Victor Gerhardi. 


and 


PORTABLE E 


| 


A COMMITTEE to consider ways of improving 
access for disabled people in Jubilee Year held 
its first meeting in London on June 15 with Mr 


Alfred Morris, 
chairman. 


The committee — to 
be known as the Silver 
Jubilee Access Com- 
mittee — has the sup- 
port of the Duchess of 
Kent. It adopted as its 


terms of reference: 


‘To consider ways of 
ensuring disabled people 
can use and move about 
within the environment 
—inside and outside. To 
recommend changes to 
those responsible and te 
consider ways of altering 
public attitudes.’ 

The committee is made up 
of leading personalities in the 
disablement field including 
blind people, the deaf, parents 
of handicapped children and 
people with other disabilities 
such as epilepsy. Among 


those taking part were, Peter: 


Large, chairman of the Joint 
Committee on Mobility for 
the Disabled; Lord Craw- 
shaw, Duncan Guthrie, until 
recently Director of the Fund 
for Research into Crippling 
Diseases; and George Wilson, 
Director of the Royal Asso- 


ciation for Disability and 
Rehabilitation. 
Mr Morris, opening the 


meeting, promised full back- 
ing for the committee and 
said the government would 


LECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 


with standard control 
__cater for SPASTICS | 


PROPORTIONAL CONTROL 


MYL | | ae 
@™*Ks) is 


EASY PAYMENTS SCHEME AVAILABLE 
TO SUIT MOBILITY ALLOWANCE: 


With a BEC Standard Control box, you can handle 
5 a BEC portable electric wheelchair. 


It's easy to use. ., . and it means ‘independence’. 
BEC ‘Standard Control’ box gives a fixed, constant speed 
Se ere when the joystick is pushed forward. So it's a 
positive help in cases of spasticity or strokes 
where co-ordination is difficult. 
To help further, BEC wheelchairs are 
available with left ar right-hand ‘Standard 
Control’ boxes, 


See how a BEC ‘Standard Control’ box 
can bring independence to hand, 


Ce) 


Complete the coupon for full details of the BEC portable electric wheelchair range. 
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§ BIDDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


103, Stourbridge Road, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, 863 3UB. 


(] Please send brochures and price list, ; 
Please arrange for demonstration {without ob! igation) 
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Tel: 021-550 7326 


Minister for the 


They were honoured 


Disabled, as 
give the most sympathetic 
possible consideration to its 


recommendations, 

The committee -decided it 
should have a short life, dur- 
ing Jubilee Year, in order to 


Year of maximum eftort 
on free access 


make the maximum 
impact. 
Mr Peter Large,-who is to 


become the committee’s chair- | 


man, said afterwards, ‘I believe { 
what is really vital for dis- 
abled people is that they 


should not be doubly handi- 
capped—first by their  dis- 
ability and secondly by 
unnecessary man-made restric- 
tions on their activities. which 
limit their free movement: In 
a civilised society they should 
be free to enjoy exactly the 
same choice of activities and 
facilities as everyone else.’ 


by Her Majesty 


THREE famous names 
from the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics appeared 
in the Queen’s Jubilee 
Birthday Honours List. 
Close friends and former 
chairmen of the SOS, Brian 
Rix and Dickie Henderson, 
both now vice-Presidents, 
were honoured. Brian was 
awarded a CBE and 
Dickie an OBE. Fellow 
SOS member Rolf Harris 
is now an OBE—pre- 
viously he was decorated 
with an MBE. 


And Norman Croucher, 
the leg-less mountaineer 
who was one of the judges 
of this year’s Spastics 
Society Achievement 
Award, was also made an 
OBE. 

Also awarded an MBE 
was Mrs Berti Bobath, 
Director of Studies at the 
Bobath Centre, Netherall 
Gardens, London. Mrs 
Bobath, 69, a refugee from 
Berlin in 1938, pioneered 
the Bobath method of 
treatment. 

Said Anita Loring, of the 
International Cerebral Palsy 
Society: ‘Mrs Bobarth has 
treated thousands of. children 
and has done more for the 
cerebral palsied than any other 
Single person.’ 

Mrs Audrey McLeod, 
Honorary Superintendent of 
The Spastics Society of New 
South Wales, Australia, a 


| First to serve 


the Queen? 


‘WHAT was I doing 25 
years ago?’ many people 
asked themselves in the 
nostalgic spirit of Jubilee 
week. One member of 
Spastics Society. staff re- 
called that the start of a 
new career had been curi- 
ously mixed up with the 
Queen’s Accession. 

Vie McQuirk, now the 
Society’s Employment officer, 
wanted to join. the regular 
Army in 1952. He went to the 
frecruiting office in Doncaster, 
his home town on February 6, 
the day King George VI died, 
but found the officer in charge 
unable to administer the loyal 
oath because no orders had 
been given about the correct 
form of words now there was a 
Queen on the throne. Higher 
authority was appealed to in 
vain and Vic was asked to 
return the next day. 

‘So on February 7, I was 
given the Queen’s shilling 
instead of the King’s shilling 
and must have been one of Her 
Majesty’s first recruits.’ 

He spent 23 years in the 
Army and joined the Society 
en hes retirement im 1975. 


damp spirits on 
camping holiday — 


former MBE, received the 


CBE in the new list. 


Medal for Bill 


BILL — Hargreayes, 
Society’s Head of Recrea- 


the 


tional Services, was one of 
30,000 to find a surprise in 
the post the morning after 
Jubilee Day, 

‘When my _ wife, ‘Mary, 
brought me in this registered 
letter my first thought, 
because it was so bulky, was 
that it was a bomb! I touched 
it very gingerly and I really 
didn’t want to open it—then 
I noticed in very small type 
at the bottom the words 
Department of Health and 
Social Security. For the life 
of me I couldn't think why 
they should have written to 
me-—I covldr’t remember 
dropping a wallet or anything, 
Then I opened the envelopes 
and inside was another one 
bearing the Royal crest!’ 

For Bill had received the 
Queen’s Jubilee Medal—an 
official decoration - awarded 
personally by the Monarch. 
Bill’s anxiety was turned to 
pleasure but he was still left 
with the question unanswered: 
“Whoever was it that put my 
name forward?’ 


No 


UNDETERRED by torrential 
rain, 13 handicapped children 
aged eight to 17 made the most 
of their Jubilee Week Camp at 
Gorseways School, Hayling 
Island. 

Organised by a dozen stu- 
dent houseparents from The 
Spastic’s Society’s staff train- 
ing centre at Castle Priory 
College, Wallingford, Oxford- 
Shire, the annual camp, sixth 
to be held in the grounds of 
Gorseways School, is a regular 
feature of the college’s 15- 
month training course for 
care staff and residential child 
care officers. 

The youngsters, from the 


| Avenue day school for the 


possible | 


| 


} 


Even the 
tea had 
a jubilee 
flavour 


THERE was jubilation for 
the Jubilee at the Society's 
headquarters in Park Cres- 
cent, London, when Nellie 
Boon, who has been tea- 
lady for six years added a 
jubilee flavour to her daily 
tea round, She decorated 
her tea urn with a magnifi- — 
cent Union Jack so you 
could say that just about 
everyone drank a health 
unto her majesty. 
Meanwhile, Newton Aids — 
Ltd, the Society’s affiliated — 
company manufacturing aids 
for the handicapped got the 
wheels moving for a showcase 
window to celebrate the 
Jubilee at their offices in Con- 


way Street, London, with a 


display designed for them by 
the Society’s Head of Advertis- 
ing, Henry Gamper, and his — 
team. 


Assesment in Fitzroy © 
Square, it was the Controller 
of Personal Seryices, Miss 
Margaret Morgan, 
thought Jubilee 
would be an added attraction 
for children coming to the — 
centre. Pictures of the Queen 
decorated the dining hall and 
a huge Union Jack poster 


At the. Family Services and 


_ who 
decorations = 


made a patriotic welcome on 


the wall 
entrance. 

Of course the Jubilee spirit — 
was not just confined to Head- 
quarters. Local groups and 
centres demonstrated their 


loyalty, too. ee ee 
little spastic, James — 


One 
Barker, of ‘Brighton, copied — 


what is already a widespread - is 


American tradition—a decora- 
ated. wheelchair. 
joined his local street party, 
his wheelchair was covered in 
Union Jacks. : ; 


“physically handicapped, Read- 
ing; Valence School (Kent 
school for the physically 
handicapped); Bennetts House, 
Abingdon, and from The 
Shaftesbury Society’s Centre 
in Bognor Regis, included 
incidence of cerebral palsy, 
cystic fibrosis, spina bifida. 
Downes Syndrome and menial 
handicap. “eile 2 


ne 


OVER 140 mentally handi- 
capped people and 52 helpers 
‘attended the National Jubilee 
Camp for the mentally handi- 
capped held at Old Coulsdon, 
Croydon, in June. Groups 
came from hospitals, Gateway 
Clubs and training centres 
throughout the country. 


inside the main 


So when he 
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REWARDS OF THE RURAL LIFE 


ESTHER the donkey was in foal when she arrived at 


Thorngrove, and Pickles is now a lively two-year-old. 
They both give Geoffrey Richardson, Stephen Hunt and 
farm worker Ron Ayles a run for their money at round- 
Esther earns her keep—she draws a light 
cart which carries bales to the cattle in the field. She 
trots where a tractor’s tread would leave a trail of 


ing-up time. 


LES Jones is the maintenance supervisor, a North Welsh- 
man by birth, he has a West Country accent from years 
spent in Cornwall and the west. A Victorian inlaid writ- 
ing desk does duty as his tool box. 
Salisbury’s museum and when the curator saw my tool 


box—her face was a picture! 
It’s a lovely bits of craftsmanship 


one of the exhibits. 
but rather battered now.’ 


GLYN Jones’ Greek-born 
wife Anna’ is Thorngroye’s 
cook and has been at the 


centre for 43 years. 


THORNGROVE may 
not be as exotic as 
Kew Gardens, but on 
its plus-50 acres it 
grows just about every 


plant you will ever 
find in Britain. Not all 


of them, of course, 
are in the Society’s 
Agricultural Centre’s 


greenhouses — there 
are a few wild ones as 
well. But the centre, 
just a few minutes 
drive from the Dorset 
town of Gillingham, is 
justifiably proud of its 
flourishing reputation. 
its house plants are an 
ever-green memory in 
the minds of people 
with green fingers who 
regularly return each 
year to the Open Day 


‘I used to work at 


She thought it ought to be 


THESE pig pens were once the pride of Thorngrove till 
bacon became unprofitable. Housed here now are Here- 
ford cross Friesians which will eventually go to the local 
market where a partisan auctioneer makes a point of 
extolling ‘Good top quality beef from Thorngrove,’ 


A GREAT deal of 
the work con- 
sidered suitable for 
handicapped people 
is boring and repe- 
titive. Anyone who 
has visited sheltered 
workshops has seen 
disabled people sit- 
ting for many hours 
a day doing monot- 
onous = jobs. which 
are designed to fill 
the time rather than 
offer a worthwhile 
occupation. 

At _ Thorngrove, 
the Society’s agri- 
cultural enterprise 
in Dorset, it is a 
different story. 


to buy bedding and 
pot plants by the 
thousand. 

Thorngrove’s roots go 
back far beyond 1793 when 
it was the home of the Pelly 
family. In the Middle Ages 
the area was a hunting for- 
est and one field bears 
traces of what is believed to 
be the ruins of the Queen’s 


FAITHFULL by name 
and nature—John sticks at 
the job of making seed- 
boxes out of six pieces of 
wood. He does 30 a day, 
which makes 150 a week, 
he’s been doing it for 10 
years and has made 60,000 
of them! 


hunting lodge and is still 
called ‘Queen’s Court. 
Lord Allanbrook, a descen- 
dant of the Pelly’s, visits 
the centre each year. 
Before the Society took it 
1965 it had 
Dr  Barnardo’s 


over it been 


used as a 
Home. Known as Thorn 
Grove,.its acres were unculti- 
vated. For £50,000 the Society 
launched. an ambitious experi- 
ment .which is still unique, 
although a centre opened last 
year in France has _ been 


Emphasis on growth at 
thriving Thorngrove 


modelled on it. Unique 
because it’s not just a training 
or residential centre—it’s a 
flourishing business concern 
which Warden Ted Rhodes 
frankly ‘confesses could not 
function without its comple- 
ment of 20 men and seven 
girl residents. 


In fact only two crops can 
really be said to have failed 
at Thorngrove: pigs and 
strawberries. When Govyern- 
ment subsidies failed to be 
sufficiently remunerative the 
little pigs went off to market 
and were never replaced. The 
strawberries, on the other 
hand, proved too tempting to 
ever get there. 

As a tule the kitchen garden 
produce lasts well into next 
year and the only vegetable 
not cultivated is the potato 
for being uneconomic. But 
there is still livestock—calves 
a few days old reared to graze 
in the back field where 
Royalty oncé roamed in pur- 
suit of venison, before going 
either for export, bringing in 
valuable foreign currency, or 
to go to the local market. 

However, it is the bedding 
plants and the pot plants, the 
hanging baskets and the gar- 
den furniture that brought 
nearly 800 visitors to Thorn- 
grove on its 1976 Open Day 
alone, and they each spent on 
average £1 a head. 


Ursula Lees, who used to 
do office work and refers to 
her 10 years spent thus as ‘on 
the outside,” is employed full 
timé in the Centre’s shop in 


Cont. on Page 4 


PHIL Hunter is the centre’s 
horticulturist and joined 
the staff eight years ago 
after working as a horti- 
cultural instructor at an 
Approved School in Suf- 
folk. He and his wife Olive 
and their daughters, Diane, 
11, Judith eight, and Sarah, 
five, live in the Lodge at 
the entrance to the estate. 


NOT all the domestic work 
is left to the girls and here 
Nicholas Fuller gets on 
with the job of laying the 
tables for tea. \ 


LIFE at Thornegrove. isn’t all work and Robert Cooke 
and Ursula Lees relax in their lunch-break over a game 
of cards. They.are Thorngrovye’s ‘first officially engaged 
couple. | ‘ 


¢ 
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_ Thriving Thorngrove 


Cont. from Page 3 


the grounds, and there is also 
a shop in the town. *Ursula’s 
patient fingers are also the 
ones that unravel the seedling 
lobelias from their tenacious 
twirls on each other, 

Although all the residents 
are spastics their disabilities 
and jobs all vary. The girls 
are mostly employed inside, 
some do a spell outside, and 
one is in a wheelchair. The 
only common factor is that 
they all enjoy working with 
plants, and since Thorngrove’s 
emphasis is’ on ‘commerce’ 
rather than ‘care,’ Ursula is 
about the only one to have a 
pot plant in her room. The 
rest are too keen to see their 
‘efforts’ sold. 

And Thorngrove, possibly 
because its focus is that of a 
successful commercial enter- 
prise, achieves rehabilitation 
almost without people notic- 
ing it, 

Said Ted: ‘We're knock- 
ing the props away all the 
time. When they first came 
here 80 per cent had never 
been out without an escort. 
They were afraid to go out the 


re = 


No Joyce = but’ 


fine result 


A BILLIARDS - exhibition 
match held at the Enfield 
Trades and Labour Club has 
raised £667.75 for The Spas- 
tics Society. -Joyce Gardner, 
ladies’ world billiards and 
snooker champion, was to have 
played but had to stand down 
at the last moment because her 


husband Bill was seriously ill. , 


John Virgo took her place 
in a match against Jack Rae, 
former Irish champion and 


world championship finalist 
and ensured the success of this 
last game of the season. 
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front door. They'd been over- 
protected. Now only two 
meed escorts.’ 

There’s not a notice board 
anywhere—no rules or regula- 
tions posted up. Since Thorn- 
grove is their home they may 
do as they please within 
reason, and since it’s reason- 
able, residents always say 
where they are going in their 
free time and when they’ll be 
back. The local community 
is totally accepting and know 
each of the residents by name. 

Thorngrove’s town shop with 
its stock has proved so 
successful that there’s been 
thought of opening up more 
branches. Another highly 
successful venture has been 
factory selling. After a pro- 
cess of negotiation, as deli- 
cately carried out as the pick- 
ing out of seedlings in spring. 
the Thorngrove van turns up 
at a factory crammed. as close 
as nature will permit with 
pot plants. After taking up a 
stand by the canteen. on ‘pay 
day, as many as 5,000 house 
plants can be shifted to a new 


grove’s Warden: “These days when people hear the name 
Thorngroye they’re more likely to say—“Oh, that’s the 
place the plants come from,” rather than “It’s a home for 
the handicapped”’.’ 


home in a dinner hour, 

Ted points out that it is not 
economically viable -to go to 
work in a factory with less 
than a 500 work force, but 
the strategy has paid off and 
now news comes back along 
the grape-vine that another 
factory would be interested in 
a visit from the van. At the 
same time, Ted not only finds 
himself increasingly called on 
to lecture about Thorngrove’s 
spectacular growth rate and 
the benefit to the handicapped 


of a rural environment, but 
he’s also out to get more 
business. 


He and horticulturist Phil 
Hunter are off to Holland to 
explore the possibilities of 
introducing yet greater variety 
to the greenhouses. ; 

Thorngrove’s policy of 
creating a demand. which it 
then supplies works so well it 
means no one wants to stand 
sti. ..:or rest on their 
laurels, as you might say. 


Liz Cook 


TED Rhodes, photographer turned farm bailiff, is Thorn- 


L T D Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
Vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


AH our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages, 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1RT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


the run of 
the house 


If for any reason you have problems. 


getting up and down stairs, the Dooley 
Stairlift can start a new way of living. 


It can be used by anyone with ease, 


or the stairs can be used in the normal 


way. 


With the flush to the floor platform 
and concealed electric mechanism you’ 
hardly know: it was there. 


The spacious platform accommodates 
a wheelchair or a tip-up seat. 


Installation is quick and convenient. 
first Dooley Stairlifts were installed 
13 years ago — our experience ensur 
a superior product, 


For details telephone 
(0262) 77447, or write to 
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dooley 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


¢ g 


Dooley Stairlifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby tndustrial Estate, Bridlington, 
$ 


Yorkshire 
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SALLY Golman_ swabs 
over the floor. One of 
seven girls at Thorngrove, 
most of her time is spent 
inside on housework. 


GLYN -Jones sorts the 
money into the weekly 
wage packets of: the 27 
residents. They earn £4.55 
a week. 


Friendly gift 


NORTHAMPTON Nene 
Ladies’ Circle has presented 
£525 to the Friends of Hamp- 
ton House, the local adult 
house unit run by The Spas- 
tics Society. The money will 
be put towards equipment for 
a projected remedial gymnas- 
ium at the centre. 


THE 


PORTRACK 
WORKSHOP 


Portrack Lane, Stockton-on-Tees 


® Specialists in furniture renovation. 


® Manufacturers of all types of wooden 
toys, playgroup equipment, etc. 


* Able to make specialist items for the 


disabled. 


Stockton Tel: 0642 616637 
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JUNE saw the first com- 
bined games for the dis- 
abled arranged between the 
Welsh Sports Association 
for the Disabled and The 
Spastics Society. 

‘After many months of 
and talks, the 
decision was finally reached 
earlier this year to organise a 
national Welsh Games for the 
incorporate the 


negotiations 


Disabled, to 
regional 
Society games and the Associa- 
tion’s games for the disabled. 

Because of the large number 
of anticipated entries, it was 
not possible to hold the games 
as one event and, therefore, the 
events were split 
sections, two junior, both held 
at Ysgol Erw’r Delyn, Penarth, 
and the main adult section held 
at the National Sports Centre, 


All three were an outstand- 
ing success and the enthusiasm 
and involvement of the child- 
ren at Erw’r Delyn was some- 
thing to be seen to be believed. 

At the adult games, we were 
extremely pleased that the Lord 
Mayor of Cardiff, Councillor 
David Burnell, agreed to per- 
form the official opening cere- 
mony. Praise too for the girls 
of Barry Polytechnic PE Col- 
lege and the Glamorgan Army 
Cadets under the command of 
Major Roy Welsh and Captain 
Eddie Craddick, plus the staff 
of Erw’r Delyn School and The 
Society’s 
Regional Staff who contributed 


Her work is | 
remembered | 


MISS Ursula Ballance, one of 


regional social workers, died 
earlier this year, and as many 
people wished to 
her in a tangible way, a special 
fund was set up. So far over 
£350 has been donated by a 
wide range of people including 
parents, spastic people, local 
groups and Miss Ballance’s 
A substantial 
donation has also been made 
by her sister, 


close friends. 


The fund will remain open 
for several months and ‘it is 
then proposed to use the money 
to purchase something special 
for the new Dene Park centre, 
which will open in January 


WINDOW 
ON WALES 


by Emlyn Davies 


a success. 


Spastics i 
we require. 


into three 


they rent 
authority, “is 


do not arise. 


own 


Road, Rhyl, 


long serving 


remember 


Miss Gillian 


Society. 


This space kindly donated by 


TELCON METALS 


LIMITED 


Telephone 0293 28800 


Suceess for first 


the 
available 
September for those disabled 
people and their families who 
wish to visit Rhyl. The chalet 
is close to local public toilets 
and also a large car park, so 
problems of access and toilets 


With Best Wishes and Compliments 


BARDEN CASTINGS LTD — 


ALUMINIUM FOUNDERS 
GRAVITY DIE AND SAND 


Wolverhampton Airport, Pendeford, Wolverhampton 
Telephone: Fordhouses 7660 


combined games 


so much to making the games 


= 


that 


_- The awards for the games 
will be calculated and cach 
competitor’s time will be re- 
lated to other Spastics Society 
games for possible entry at the 
national games at Nottingham, » 


Lastly, our thanks should go 
to the staff of the 
Sports Centre who each year 
never fail to give us all the 
help, advice and guidance that 


National 


Day out at 
the seaside 


JOHN Seddon, 
of Rhuddlan 
Spastics Society, has asked me 
to remind readers 
beach chalet at Rhyl, which 
from 


the chairman 
and Delyn 


local 
until © 


If necessary, help can be 
provided to.look after the dis- 
abled person while 
families or helpers 
break and the opportunity to 
see the beautiful town of Rhyl. 

Those interested should con- 
tact Mrs Lilian Platt; 9 Coast 
Telephone No 
(Code 0745) 53342. 


‘Our Clarrie’ 


MRS Clarrie Williams, more 
warmly known in Wales and I 
Suspect elsewhere as ‘our 
Clarrie,’ recently had a major 
operation at the Royal Gwent 
Hospital, Newport, Gwent. 
am pleased to report that she 
is making steady progress to 4 _ 
full and complete recovery. 
know that all of us in Wales 
and, indeed, the whole of The 
Spastics Society, would like to 
wish her the very best of health 
in the future, so that she may 
long continue her work with 
her own Monmouthshire Spas- 
tics Society, as a committee 
member of the Wales Region | 
and as an Executive Council 
member of The Spasties 


their 
have’ -a"> 


Manor Royal, Crawley, Sussex. 
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Gentle 
“Persuader — 
convinced — 
the local © 

councils 


‘WHEN you come to work 


at The Spastics Society you 


don’t realise how involved 
you're going to get,’ said 
Connie Clifton, who retired 
at the end of June after 20 
years of planning and ad- 


ministration of the 
Society's schools and 
centres. . ‘But [ve always 


been lucky enough to have 
had a job which I enjoyed 
doing.’ 

After the war, she took a 
course in child care at Bed- 
ford College, London, and then 
worked as a children’s officer 
in various parts of the country. 

She held posts in Yorkshire, 
Derbyshire, Tynemouth and 
Lincoln, working with all 
types of families — coalminers, 
hill farmers, industrial workers, 
market gardeners and deep sea 
fishermen, and from Lin- 
coln to the National Spastics 


~ Society; as it was then known. 


‘We had the -occasional 
handicapped child taken into 
care but we were never told 
how to help them overcome 
their disabilities. So I became 
quite interested and applied 
for the Spastics Society .job 
‘because is sounded challeng- 
ing.’ 

She became projects secre- 
tary in May 1957 and. later 
head of schools and centres. 

Her first Executive Council 
Meeting, she describes as a 
‘Baptism of Fire. People don't 
shout at each other in local 
government meetings and 1 
wasn't used to the expression 


of such strong feelings.’ 


In its first five years of 
existence. the Society had 
somehow managed to establish 
four schools, two adult resi- 
dential centres, a unit for in- 
dustrial training and an assess- 
ment centre for children. with 
a low 1Q. Now the second big 
phase of planning was under 
way and Connie was right in 
the thick of. it. 

‘People working for the 
Society now don’t always 
realise that we were’ literally 
learning as we went along, for 
in many cases nothing like it 
had ever been done before.’ 

The opening of Hawksworth 
Hall and Daresbury Hall were 
major pioneering events of 


Social spending—who 


‘the Society’s 


Connie Clifton 


“those early .years and meant 


that for the first time some- 
thing was being done for 
spastics who were mentally as 
well as physically handicapped. 
Another important step was 
official acceptance of the 
Society’s schools by the Minis- 
try of Education. 


With only enough money in 
the bank to keep the Society 
afloat for six months, it swas 
vital to get local authority 
sponsorship for spastics at the 
existing schools and centres. 

‘In the very early days 
things had been done so fast 
that the formal courtesies 
weren't always observed. And 
local authorities could get 
quite upset if we opened a 
centre in the area without 
telling them.’ 

It was part of Connie’s job 
to smooth ruffled feelings and 
interest sponsoring bodies in 
work. This was 
where her own experience in 
local government was __ useful 
and oyer the years she man- 
aged to build up an excellent 
relationship with local 
officials. 

This aspect of her work was 
considered so important that 
three years ago she was 
appointed to a job with an im- 
pressive title — Principal 
Officer, Liaison with Local 
Authorities. When she started, 
the Society was receiving 
£600,000 a year from sponsor- 
ship fees. Last year the figure 
was nearly £4 million. 

In recent years there has 
been a tendency for the 
Society to support local group 
projects rather than open any 


shall have priority 


MR David Ennals, Secretary 
of State for Social Services, 
and Mr -Stanley Orme, Min- 


ister for Social Security, are 
holding a one-day seminar 


this month to discuss prior- 
ities in social security spend- 
ing. 

The seminar will be held on 
Tuesday, July 5, at the Hotel 
Rembrandt, Thurloe — Place, 
Londen. An invited audience 
will represent various interes- 
ted parties — politicians, 
educationists, consumer groups 
and charitable organisations. 

It is planned that those who 
attend will take part in the 
discussions which will cover 


priorities in future social 
security spending. 
Mr Orme said; ‘I have 


often told the many deputa- 
tions and organisations IT have 
met that each is not the only 


group with a claim on state 
funds. Many sections of 
society put forward perfectly 
justifiable claims for support. 
But as Ministers, we are 
placed in the difficult position 
of having to weigh up the 
relative claims and_ decide 
which should have priority 
over all the others. 

‘It will be the purpose of 
this seminar to examine the 
priorities which will face this 
country for the next ten or 15 
years. These priorities would 
raise difficult choices eyen in 
better economic times. In the 
social security field alone we 
have to balance the claims of 
retirement pens.ons, child 
benefit, the disabled, the un- 
employed, and  one-parent 
families, who are rapidly in- 
creasing and becoming a 
major social issue,’ 


centres. The 
authorities are 
involved as 


more national 
relevant local 
usually closely 
well, and Connie Clifton 
generally acts as mediator 
between groups. and councils. 


ANNE PLUMMER 


Now, If you are 
aged 53 or under 
(i.e. if you were born 
after 24 August 1923) 
you should claim 
Mobility Allowance. 

This is a benefit 
to help severely 
disabled people who 
are unable (or almost 
unable) to walk. 

It is up to you how 
you use the Mobility 
Allowance to help you 
get about. The allowance is 
worth £5-a-week, increas- 
ing to £/-a-week from 
November. 

Claims can be made 
for children aged 5 or over. 

Fill in the coupon so that 
we can send you leaflet N.1.211 
which includes a claim form 
and tells you more about the 
scheme. Or you can ask at your 
local Social Security office. 
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Society welcomes TV series 
for special minority 


MENTALLY handi- 
capped people are to get 
their own television series, 


starting in September, 
1978. 
‘The programmes are 


FOR not ABOUT them, 
stressed James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics 
Society, who was one of a 
number of charity chiefs, 
Ministry advisers and 
local authority representa- 
tives, who attended an 
informal meeting held by 
the BBC to discuss the 
project. 

It is the first attempt in this 
country to mount a television 
series specifically for mentally 
handicapped people and the 
BBC’s aim in launching it is to 
further the education of men- 


tally handicapped young 
people and adults. 
‘|. think it is a simply 


wonderful idea” said Mr Lor- 
ing. ‘I hope very much that 
it will be a success — another 
series would. depend on the 
co-operation of a whole range 
of people from fhe mentally 
handicapped ~ viewers them- 
selves to those concerned with 
them.’ 

The programmes, up to 20 
of them of between 10 and 12 
minutes’ duration, intend to 
cover a host of subjects. Sug- 
gested ideas include the use of 
public amenities such as tran- 


sport and the telephone, money 
values, persona] relationships 
and sex education, hygiene, 
domestic and personal skills 
and the use of leisure time as 
well as every day living and 
the environment, 

The BBC hopes that it will 
encourage mentally - handi- 
capped people in_ self-confi- 
dence through the mastery of 
social skills leading to greater 
independence, enlarge horizons 
and -encourage decision mak- 
ing. Fhe-BBC is also hopeful 
that the series will result in 


those working with the men-- 


tally handicapped being more 
positive, stressing opportuni- 
ties rather than hazards. 
There is a back-up series on 
radio for glee and those 


involyed in caring for mentally 
handicapped people, broad- 
cast to accompany the TV 
series and linked publications. 


The BBC also points out: ‘As _ 


these programmes are made by 
the BBC’s Education Depart- 
ment it will be legal fo record 
them and retain them for three 
years. This should greatly 
increase their usefulness.’ 

The BBC is anxious to hear 
from anyone who can suggest 
ideas and information. They 
should contact either the series 
producer, Gordon . Croton, 
Room 820, Villiers House, The 
Broadway, Ealing W5 2PA, or 
Rosemary Lee, Further Educa- 
tion Officer, Room 411, The 
Langham, Portland Place, WiA 
lacie 


Do you know your rights? 


A NEW edition of the Supplementary Benefits Handbook 
has been published, and much information made obsolete 
through policy changes since the 1974 edition has been 
revised, For the first time some aspects of official policy 
are explained which have never before been made public. 

The handbook is mainly designed as a ready refer- 
ence to the Supplementary Benefits scheme for social 
workers, welfare rights officers, voluntary organisations 
and everyone who is in regular contact with people in 


need. 
‘Supplementary 


Benefits 


Handbook—a_ guide te 


Claimants’ Rights,’ is published by HM Stationery Office 


—Price 65p. 


_and ay or under, 


isstied by the Department of Health and Social Security 


Leaflet NI 211 


Mobility — 


allowance 


If bee re severely disabled — 


MOBILITY ALLOWANCE: 
CLAIM NOW , 
FOR ANYONE AGED 5-53 


a a ee ee 


To: Mobility Allowance Unit, DHSS, Norcross, 
Blackpool FY5 3A: 


Please send me a copy of leaflet N.I.211 about 


Mobility Allowance 
Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) 
Address 


Postcode__________Age 
(Remember only claims for those aged 5 5-53 can be accepted now 
Others under pension age will qualify later). 
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ANITA Loring accepts the £300 cheque from Mr O’Kelly. 


Every cheque helps 


SSS ae et ; 


DENNIS O'Kelly has been 
the Society’s maintenance 
clerk for four years now 
and collector for the Spas- 
tics Pool at headquarters 
for the last year. In that 
time only one person work- 
ing at the Society’s head 
office in London has ap- 
proached him and asked if 
they could join because 
they ‘felt guilty not con- 
tributing.’ ao 
However, those that do 
faithfully pay in each week 
meant that Dennis could 
make the generous dona- 
tion of his £300 commis- 


sion to the International 


Cerebral Palsy Society. _ 


ICPS Secretary, Anita - 


Loring, said: ‘I really am 


( 


thrilled by this because it’s | 
sums like these that are so 


hard to come by. Very 
often it’s easy to get a grant 


‘for a couple of thousand | 
pounds and absolutely im- | 
possible to get one for a |: 
couple of hundred. People -| 


need therapy equipment, 
potty chairs, balls and so 
on, all of which cost a 
small amount, and _ this 
money will be so useful in 
supplying those needs.’ 
She added: ‘When I first 


joined the Society Iremem- | 


ber that one was auto- 

matically expected to join 

the Spastics Pool.’ 5 
Certainly Mr O’Kelly 


will be only too happy to | ; 
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‘Much remains to be done for mentally handicapped’ 


over the whole range of accommodation for the 


mentally handicapped, 
within the community. 


Speaking at a con- 
ference organised by 
the National Society 
for Mentally Handi- 
capped Children in 
London, Mr Moyle 
| made particular men- 

tion of the need to 
improve conditions in 
mental -handicap hos- 
pitals and the part 
which housing authori- 
| ties and housing 
associations could play 
| in. providing accom- 
| modation in the 
community. 


Difficulties 


| .He said: ‘The govern- 
|. ment, and indeed all those 
| concerned with the 
| mentally handicapped, are 
committed to a greater 


.| emphasis on community 


care for the mentally. 
handicapped. But as we 
all know there are difficul- 
ties in transferring hospi- 
| tal residents to the com- 


| munity. 


add more names to his sub- | qu;; 


scription list. ae 
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both in hospitals and 


have led to institutionalisation 
which can make the task of 
rehabilitation so much harder. 
Even when a resident is ready 
to leave hospital, financial diffi- 
culties work against the 
willingness of local authorities. 
to provide accommodation. 

‘Despite these difficulties it 
is right and proper that we 
should be concerned with the 
transition of community care 
and, indeed, we attach a very 
high priority to this and much 
has been achieved. 

‘However; my purpose in 
mentioning these issues is to 
make the point that we must 
not allow these concerns to 
overshadow the need _ to 
improve standards of care for 
the 55,000 mentally handi- 
capped people at present in 
hospitals for the mentally 
handicapped. 

‘The quality of life for many 
of these people is much lower 
than it ought to be. This is 
despite the fact that massive 
improvements have been 
made in a great many hos- 
pitals. 

‘The improvements came 
about not only because money 
was made available but because 
specific objectives for the 
improvement of services were 
quite clearly identified. 

‘These became known as the 
minimum: standards exercise: 
that had to do with minimum 


standards in respect of the 
amount of space for each 
hospital resident both at night 
and during the day, the avail- 
ability of personal clothing 
and a locker, improvements in 
the quality and, above all, in 
the basic ratios of nursing and 
domestic staff. 


‘We: have continued to 
emphasise to authorities that 
these are minimum standards 
which should be improved 
upon wherever possible and 
they are by no means an ideal 


standard. Most of our hospitals. 
have quite literally transformed - 


themselves. 


The wards 


‘The physical appearance of 
the wards has changed out of 
all recognition; more” per- 
sonal space and privacy are 
available for each resident, 
the wards look more homely 
and domesticated and _ the 
general environment is very 


LADY Dunleath, President 
of the Northern Ireland 
Council for Orthopaedic 
Development (Inc) has un- 
veiled a plaque which 
marks a milestone in the 


Council’s history of care. — 


The occasion was the 
official opening of the 
Council’s. Malcolm  Sin- 
clair Hostel in Ulsterville 


Avenue, off the Lisburn - 


Road, in Belfast. 


It is the very first hostel for 


physically handicapped young 
people in Ulster, only a few 
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Incontinence and rising costs~ 
the two problems met by 
Robinsons range of Inco products. 


‘ Incontinence and rising costs:— the two problems met by 


A commonsense 
conjunction with Inco 
Pull-on pants. Sup 


~New Inco 


protective roll.Cut to 


i Robinsons range of Inco products, 
Today, the nursing pro : 


rofession needs the most effective, 
versatile and economica 


| incontinence aids to ensure the 
Pay ee : - comfort of the patient. 
Inco Roll. A highly economical | 


absorbent cellulose’ 
the length required. 


product in a sensible packaging —used in 
garments or Pull-on pants. 
ple. P.V.C. pants in five sizes 


with elasticated legs and waist for complete protection. Very 


suitable for ambulant and arthritic patients. 


Made with a drop front and 


Better living — at home 
or hospital 


MR Roland Moyle, Minister of State for Health, - 
believes there is a need for improved provision 


much brighter. Let those 
who -criticise our hospitals at 
least take a look at the 
changes in their physical 
appearance and give credit 
where credit is due to staff 
who have made these changes 
possible, 

‘However, much remains to 
be done and David Ennals and 
{I are disturbed when we learn 
of the conditions that still 


remain in some of our hospi- | 


tals.’ j 

Mr Moyle said that was 
why the 
ment Group for the Mentally 
Handicapped had been asked 
to concentrate on a study of 
the problems of mental handi- 


cap hospitals and to produce — 


advice to Ministers on how 
standards in hospitals could 
be improved in the short term 
and within existing resources; 
‘The group has begun work on 


their study ard I hope they ~ 


National Develop-_ 


will be able to complete it ~~ 


by early next year,’ he added. 


First hostel opened 


in Ulster 


v4, 
*i 


oP 


minutes drive from the city 


centre and convenient to the 
Council’s Bahnoral Work 


Centre. Residents help in the 


daily running of the hostel — 


alongside staff. if they wish, 


and there is a resident War- 


den with whom arrangements 
can be made if. friends and 


relatives want to visit. So far 


the hostel, which can take a 


maximum of 12, has five resi- 


dents in its large, spacious and 
attractively decorated premises. 


release to facilitate changing especially in bedridden cases, 


Seven adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 


washable, 
size marked 


Inco Pads. Highly absorbent, soft high wet-strength covers 
ng for protecting beds and chairs, 


Ideal as incontinence 


. damp dusting etc, 


Wipes, body Wipes, lining ward trays, 
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i Curtain 
— lifts for 


seminar 


FOR the first time ever, a 


| speaker from an Iron Cur- 


} 
| 
| 
gether. It was decided to hold 
| 
} 
} 
t 
| 
’ 
| 


tain country will be 
_ addressing a seminar spon- 
sored by the International 
Cerebral Palsy Society. Dr 


| Jerzy Beck, from Warsaw, 


Poland, will join prominent 
authorities from the USA, 


_ Germany, and the UK at 


the seminar, which is being 
held in Lisbon, Portugal, 
during the last 
_ September: 

The Spastics Society is 
organising the event jointly 
with its Portuguese counter- 
‘part and the Society’s Direc- 
tor of Resources, Derek Lan- 
vaster-Gaye, commented: 

‘It’s an interesting area of 
co-operation with the two 
parent bodies getting to- 


the seminar in Portugal 
because that’s where the need 
is, and we're expecting an 
attendance in the region of 
350 people from ‘Britain, 
France, Ttaly, Spain, Malta 
and Algeria a 
country. 
‘Inthe 


well as the host 


light — of 


our 


‘experience at Arnhem, Hol- 


land, in 1975, the move is 
towards being more practical 
‘still, with half the delegates 
administrative and -half handi- 
capped. The objective is the 
various ways the handicapped 


| can utilise their Jeisure time. 


‘We'll be looking: at all the 
fields of recreation from the 
Vigorous to the artistic, skilful 
and risky.. That covers a wide 
tange from pottery to ski-ing, 


archery, shootin g, yachting, » 
and also personal Telation- 
ships.’ ; 


‘SSNs - 


week of © 


Wanted — Responsible men and wom 
body of national charitable organisation. 
for those prepared to take decisions at 
cation: Must have genuine desire to hel 
section of the community, and be prep 
and effort. No monetary reward offer 


and satisfaction. 


en to serve on 


policy-making 


Challenging opportunity 
highest level. Essential qualifi- 
p improve lives of handicapped 
ared to give time, commitment 
ed, but a great deal of interest 


Are you equal to the 


Executive challenge? | 


INTERESTED? Attracted 
by the challenge? Then 
why not consider standing 
for election to the 
Society’s Executive Coun- 
cil? If not you personally, 
is there a-member of your 
local group working for 
the cause of spastics who 


| would be a worthwhile 


candidate for what Chair- 
man, Mr Dorrien Belson, 
describes as: ‘The Spastics 
Society’s board of direc- 
tors”; 

Five members of the 15- 
strong Executive Council 
Tetire by rotation each year. 
If more than five people are 
nominated for election, _a 
ballot is held at the Society’s 
annual general meeting. 
As nominations must be 
received by the Secretary of 
the Society by August 17, it 
is now time for the all- 
important work of selection 
of candidates. 

Fortunately, the Society has 
never been short of good 
candidates for the Executive 
Council, but Mr Belson is 
anxious that as wide a cross 
section of people as possible 
should consider nomination. 

He told Spasties News: ‘I 
hope that all local groups will 
Zive priority to considering the 


- age bar. 


question of Executive Coun- 
cil candidates, because a keenly 
contested election is a healthy 
sign of the Society’s vigour. J] 
must emphasise that there is 
absolutely no stigma in not 
being elected, but it is impor- 
tant that delegates to the 
annual meeting have a choice 
of candidates.’ 

Working on the Executive 
Council was an interesting 
challenge, said Mr Belson, 
People who had previously 
only been concerned with 
work for spastics in their own 
areas had the opportunity to 
formulate national policy and 
use their experience for the 
good of all. They would take 
major decisions, and must be 
prepared to bear the responsi- 
bility for them in the same 
Way as any director on the 
board of a company. 

Experience was, of course, 
a great asset, but Mr Belson 
pointed out that there was no 
‘There is no rule-to: 
say that Council members must 
be 60-plus! If 18-year-olds 
get {hemselves nominated for 
election then all well and 
good! We would certainly 
like to see some’ young parents 
coming forward as candidates 
because they aré so close to 
the problems we are tackling.’ 
A member is elected to the 
Executive Council for a three- 
year term. The Council meets 


not less than six times a year— 
usually on a Tuesday after- 
noon at the Society’s London 
headquarters — and members 
can claim expenses. 

How does a would-be 
Executive Council member 
take the first step to nomina- 
tion? 

@ He or she must be 
‘eligible’ and this _ bars 
employees of the Society, or 
anyone who receives a 
remuneration from an affiliated 
group. 

@ Each candidate has to be 
Supported by three members 
of the Society, who must sign 
the nomination paper, ‘Mem- 
bers’ are defined as: 

@ Members of the Execu- 
tive Council. 

@ Ordinary or honorary 
life members of the Society. 

@ Members of designated 
special committees of the 
Society. 

@ The nominee member of 
each affiliated local group. 

@ The nominee member of 
each other organisation (not 
local groups) which is entitled 
to vote at annual Meetings. 

Once nominated it is up to 
the candidate to convince dele- 
gates at the AGM on October 
15, that he has the qualities 
hecessary for a place on the 
Society’s ultimate decision- 
making body, 


Robinsons of Chesterf 


‘ Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfi 


1eld. 


eld S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 311 


A happy ending 
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— after 22 years 


OVER two decades ago, a 
couple of 16-year-olds met 
at a Spastics Society centre 
at Chalfont St Giles, 
Bucks. David North 
moved on after two years, 
Beryl Potter stayed behind 
to work the switchboard, 
but last month they got 
married. 

‘Quite a lot can happen 
in 22 years said Beryl as 
she looked round her new 
home — a ground-floor 
council flat in Luton. 

They were married at the 
church just down, the road 


NEWLY-WEDS Beryl and D 
to a bright future together. 


a rn pe 


pa 


from the centre—they had kept 
in touch by letter, phone and 
the occasional visit. ‘Our 
relationship just grew. It’s 
Strange and exciting to be leay- 
ing and starting a new life in 
Luton on our own.’ 

Best man at the wedding 
was Luton East’s' MP Ivor 
Clemitson. It was he who took 
David, working as a packer on 
a factory floor, and made him 
his research assistant. And a 
weck after David became a 
married man he received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the Open University. 

Picture by courtesy of the 
Luton News. 


avid North, looking forward 


disabled 


GIANT motor manufacturers, 
Ford, have put a new car on 
the road and along with major 
modifications, .the price has 
also been adapted so that the 
disabled driver can afford to 
buy it. 

The model is the Escort 1.3 
litre Popular: and its price is 
£1,914 including tax—a cut 
back of £421. It will be sold 
through main Ford dealers to 
disabled drivers and learners 
receiving the Government’s 
mobility allowance. 

The automatic car has a 
wide opening. driver's door, 
two. pedals and a special driv- 
ing seat which~swings into 
position in» the vehicle with 
the driver. 

Ford consulted many. dis- 
abled people’s orgarisations 
before the launch: ‘We realised 
that price would be crucial so 
we set out to provide as much 
car as we could while keeping 
the price as low as possible. 


. We are not claiming this car 


is the solution to all the dis- 
abled driver's problems, but 
we are offering a lot in a 
roomy, reliable, easy to drive 
standard family car.’ 

Special Ford credit is avail- 
able. with a 20 per cent deposit 
and up to four years to repay 
at 9} per cent interest. 


‘Royal’ gift — 


‘A DETACHMENT of Royalist 
soldiers visited | Greenwich, 
South East London, on a more 
peaceable mission than fight- 
ing Roundheads. Members. of 
Prince Rupert’s’ Blue Coats 
presented ‘a strictly 20th-Cen- 
tury style cheque’ for £150 to 
Greenwich Spastics Society. 
The money was raised when 
the Blue Coats towed a cannon 
uphill on a sponsored pull. 


A revolution — or cause 
of misery? 


HAS the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons 
Act provided the ‘new deal’ hoped for since it 
became law in 1970, or has it ‘caused much 
misery’ through unfulfilled expectations? 


The Secretary of State 
for Social Services, Mr 
David Ennals, has n 
doubts on the answer. 

He was asked by Mr Nick 
Budgen (Cons, Wolverhamp- 
ton, SW) in the Commons on 
June 21, whether he was satis- 
fied with the implementation 
and continued operation of 
the Act? 


Mr Ennals replied that he 
was satisfied that a very large 
number of disabled people 
had. benefited in real and 
practical ways from the pro- 
visions of the Act. It had 
been of help to millions of 
handicapped people, 

He declared that 
households — with disabled 
people were helped in the 
year 1975-76 with appliances, 
telephones and adaptations to 
property, and 101,000 people 
with holidays.. Expenditure on 
aids, adaptations to homes 
and telephones rose from 
about £2.8 million in 1972-73 
to about £8.8 million in 1975- 
76. It was difficult. even to 
estimate the large numbers of 
people who had been helped 
by improving access facilities. 
They would possibly have to 
be numbered in millions. 

Mr Budgen also asked Mr 
Ennals whether he agreed that 
the lesson to be drawn for the 


© 


300,000 


future was that legislation of 
that sort should not be enac- 
ted unless the necessary funds 


were available to implement’ 


it? Did he further agree that 
that Act had caused a great 
deal of overwork in social 
services departments, and had 
also caused much misery 
through unfulfilled expecta- 
tions? 

Mr Ennals replied that his 


“main conclusion was entirely 


different. It was that the Act 
had revolutionised the attitude 
of the public towards disabled 
people. It had led to local 
authorities throughout the 
country providing assistance to 
the disabled that was never 
provided before. 


VAT on aids 


MR  Laurie~ Pavitt (Lab, 
Brent, S) asked the Chan- 
ceHlor of the Exchequer in the 
Commons if he would make 
arrangements for the reim- 


a 


Flying when youre disabled 


What sort of facilities can you expect at the airport? 
Do you need to give advance notice of your requirements? 
What is the best way to get to the airport? 

Our free leaflets set out the facts, answer your questions. 
They're there to help you, so we’ll be only too glad to send 
you all the copies you need. Please write to Airport Services, 


British Airports Authority, 2, Buckingham 
Gate, London SWIE 6JL— naming the 
airports you're interested in. 


» British 


Airports 
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Heathrow. Gatwick. Stansted. Edinburgh. Glasgow. Prestwick. Aberdeen, 


bursement of VAT paid by 
the disabled on appliances on 
which the initial supply was 
zero rated. 

The Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury, Mr Robert 
Sheldon, replied on June 20 
that most appliances specially 
designed for use by the dis- 
abled were zero rated when 
supplied to the disabled and 
supported by a medical certifi- 
cate. It would not, however, 
be practicable to repay VAT 
paid on repairs or mainten- 
ance of those appliances. 


‘Outdoor chairs 


Mr Lewis  Carter-Jones 
(Lab, Eccles) asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Social Ser- 
vices what progress was being 
made towards the production 
of an occupant-controlled. out- 
door wheelchair; and when 
he expected to be able to 
issue them to disabled per- 
sons who needed them. 

Mr Alfred Morris, Minister 
for the Disabled, replied that 
a number of wheelchairs of 
that kind were already on the 
market. The type of wheel- 
chair which best suited indi- 
vidual disabled people depen- 
ded not only on their dis- 
abilities but also on social 
factors and the nature of the 
terrain near their homes. 

Some manufacturers offered 
hire-purchase facilities, ~and 
that would be of. additiorral 
help to those who wanted to 
use the mobility allowance to 
obtain powered wheelchairs 
of their own choice. There 
were no plans for Govern- 
ment issue of chairs of that 


| EEC funds 


Mr Robert McCrindle (Cons, 
Brentwood and Ongar) asked 
the Secretary of State for 
Social Services in the Com- 
mons if any application had 
been made to the European 
Social Fund for the purpose 
of obtaining a grant to assist 
disabled people to obtain a 
suitable vehicle, 

Mr Alfred Morris, Minister 
for the Disabled, replied that 
the purposes of the European 
Social Fund related to the 
improvement of employment 
opportunities, Applications 
were made, though without 
success, in respect of the 
invalid vehicle scheme but had 
not been made in respect of 
the mobility allowance 
scheme, which provided the 
same’ benefit whether or not 
the disabled person was in 
employment. 


~ Access 


Mr Donald Stewart, Scot 
Nat, Western Isles) asked. the 
Secretary of State for the 
Environment in the Commons 
if he would institute a cam- 
paign to make government 
offices in the United Kingdom 
more accessible for the handi- 
capped, 

The Under-Secretary of 
State for the Environment, Mr 
Kenneth Marks, replied that 
government departments were 
expected to abide by the pro- 
visions of the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons 
Act 1970. 

The Property Services 
Agency of his department 
ensured that facilities for the 
disabled were provided in new 


Crown buildings which were 


expected to be used by the 
public. Suitable arrange- 
ments were also made when- 
ever possible in newly leased 
buildings and in existing build- 
ing that were to be modern- 
ised, 

Government departments 
were usually able to make 
arrangements for disabled staff 
to work in buildings where 
facilities were available, 
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Summer 
cookery 


MIXED MEAT LOAF 


6 rashers home grown 
streaky bacon 
60z chicken meat, minced 


60z bacon, minced 

60z lean pork, minced 

i onion, minced 

20z breadcrumbs 

1 egg, beaten 

A little milk 

Seasoning 

Fresh chopped herbs 

Mix minced meats together 
with onion, breadcrumbs, 
herbs and seasoning, bind 
with egg and a little milk, if 
necessary. Line a one-pound 
loaf tin or similar mould with 
the bacon rashers. Put mix 
ture in tin, cover with foil, 
place in a roasting tin with’ 
one inch of water. Bake 350 
deg F, Mark 4, for 14 hours. 
Remove from water, “Place a 


heavy weight on the top and 
leave until cold. Unmould and 
serve with salad. 


BLACKCURRANT FLAN 
(serves 6) 
1 cooked sponge flan case 
8-12 firm, ripe blackcur- 
rants, topped and _ tailed 
4 tablet blackcurrant jelly 
Cold custard or fresh cream 
Sugar, if necessary. 
Gently simmer the prepared 
currants in a teacupful of: 
water until the berries are 
tender, but still whole, and 
the juice has begun to run. 
Strain off and-retain the juice. 
Leave to cool. Keep the cur- 
rants covered until required. 
Make up the half jelly in the 
usual way using juice from 
the fruit plus more water if 
necessary. Arrange the cur- 
tants in the flan and when the 
jelly starts to thicken, spoon 
over the fruit, using as much 
jelly as desired. Leave to set. 
Serve with cold custard or 
decorate with whipped cream. 
(Those who prefer their des- 
serts to be very sweet can add 
sugar when simmering the 
currants.) ‘ 


- the conventional 


EDWARD = Heath MP 
takes time off from his 
political duties to present 
a very special wheelchair 
to nine-year-old Bonita _ 
Ellis of Gorleston, Norfolk, — 
Bonita suffers from chronic 
muscular atrophy and 
when they heard she 
needed a wheelchair, custo. 
mers o: the Gallon Pot 
public house, Great Yar-— 
mouth, rallied round to cok 
lect the necessary cash, 

Bonita’s community physio. 
therapist, Rosemary Walker, 
recommended the Newton E,_ 
a unique design made by 
Newton Aids Ltd, a company 
affiliated to The  Spastics 
Society. But when measure: 


=. 


ments were taken it was found 
that Bonita’s legs were too 
short to reach the footrest of 
model, 
craftsmen at Newton’s Sal 
bury factory made by hand 
built-up cushioned support 
for her feet. ay 


He is flanked by 
Myers one of the pul 
regulars and his son Co 
Firth. oe 


< 
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Offers — 
and wants 
CAR for sale.—1973 Daf ! 
Variomatic, green, tow mi 
age, converted to hand | 
trols, suitable for a_ disabl 
driver or otherwise, cat 
excellent condition, one owneh 
MoT May 1978. £700 ono. — 
Tel Cleator Moor 811276, — 


FOR SALE | 


£150. 5 hp Westwood 
Bug, as photographed. 
ally adapted for use by 
capped person/child, suit 
age groups. Fitted with 1b 
and foot controls, full size ® 
seat and safety belt, circull 
adjustable steering coll 
pneumatic tyres rears 
tyres front, chassis he 
adjuster. Very little used, * 
new would cost in excess ° 
£300. a ae 
Specifications: 5 hp 
stroke) Tecumsch engine, 
drive, three forward gears, 
reverse gear, cord pull stat 
Measurements: length 4 
width 2ft. a 
Contact:| Plymouth 33027 
View at: 15 Buckland Clo 
Woodford, Plympton, ? 
mouth, — am 


“ 
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py 


gun in 1974, 

The idea of One-to-One 
is to give some contact with 

the outside world to long- 
‘stay patients who rarely 
have visitors, by linking 
_them up with volunteers for 
 @ one-day event or outing. 
In many cases, these con- 
tacts lead to a continuing 
| friendship between patient 
_and volunteer. 

In 1976 there were One-to- 
One days in 34 hospitals, 
fanging from small ward-based 
events to massive festivals in- 
volving whole hospitals of up 
‘to 2,000 patients. Activities 
include art, drama, music and 
{ 
\ 


Play with inflatables. Turner 
Village Hospital made two 
Successful outings and this year 
Brockhall Hospital followed 
suit by hiring a special train 
io take residents, staff and 
volunteers to North Wales sea- 
side resorts. 

Organisers of the One-io- 
Une project had to overcome 
4 good deal of initial antagon- 
from staff. Now they find 
hat the hospitals which recruit 
‘he largest number of long- 
tm volunteers are those 
here the staff are most co- 
iperative, 

For anyone interested in tak- 
pg part in this summer's 
! ents, the One-to-One Project 
Hay be contacted c/o The 
‘Pastics Society, 76 Cambridge 
joad, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
rey KT 3LB. 
! 


| 
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MICHAEL, a farmer’s son, 
_hard on getting the colours just right. 
_ are examples of earlier work including 
Yolved a quite complicated technique. 


Friendships grow 
One-to-One meetings 


_IN 1977, nearly half the people in subnormality hospitals 
_ are likely to be involved in a One-to-One event — a figure 
which indicates the resounding success of the project, be- 


and Vivienne, concentrate 
In front of them 
a fish which in- 


ee 


from 


Adventure 
in London 


THE Handicapped Adventure 
Playground Association now 
runs four playgrounds in 
London, These are in Chelsea, 
Market Road N7, Wands- 
worth Common and Fulham. 

In term time facilities are 
fully booked by © special 
schools but during. school 
holidays individual handicap- 
ped children may attend pro- 
vided special needs are dis- 
cussed with the local play- 
leader in advance. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 
are open days at Chelsea, 
Market Road and Wands- 
worth, while the Fulham play- 
ground is generally open on 
five days a week. 

For further details please 
contact the association’s head 
office at 3 Oakley Gardens, 
SW3 (tel: 01-352 2321) or in- 
dividual playgrounds (Chelsea 
01-352 2062; Market Road 
01-607 0033; Wandsworth 
Common 01-228 0278; Fulham 
01-731 2753). 


New ambulance 


for Sunderland 


THE Sunderland  Spastics 
Centre has a fine new £9,000 
ambulance. | Money for the 
vehicle was, raised by appeals 
in the area and a £1,000 dona- 
tion from the local authority. 


A i 


SPECIALISED CLOTHING 


@ Skirts, dresses, shirts, washable trousers, knickers, bed- 
wear, dressing gowns and bedjackets in modern easy-care 
fabrics. Washable Marathon Dri sheets supplied with @ full 
range of bedding and general textiles. 


/® All types of uniforms for nursing and domestic staff. 
|® Geriatric catalogue on request, 


J. H. BOUNDS LTD 


Stethos House, 68 Sackville Street, Manchester M1 3W)J. 
Telephone 061-236 7331/4 
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‘She fought bureaucracy 
to bring art into 
ives of handicapped 


BERYLE Bell is proud 
of her class of seven. 
It is the end of their 
first year at the pot- 
tery class she holds 
each Thursday morn- 
ing in her studio in the 
little Kentish village of 
Hamstreet. 

Her pupils have trans- 
formed potter’s clay 
they don’t use any artificial 
material — into cats and 
frogs, Indian masks and a 
variety of birds from blue 
tits to cockerels and, says 
Beryle proudly:: “You 
couldn’t tell their work 
apart from that of any first 
year students.” 

The difference is that all 
Beryle’s pupils are handi- 
Capped, ranging from a 
spastic girl totally unable 
to use one arm to those 
with mental handicaps. 

‘It’s the high spot of their 


AN absorbed Mary 
patiently colours in_ the 
coxcomb. At this stage the 
models are very delicate 
and one false move could 
shatter weeks of pains- 
taking work. 


week coming to  Beryle’s 
studio,’ explained Kath Price 
who with her husband Norman 
retired last month after 12 
years as manager and man- 
ageress of the Ashford Train- 
ing Centre. 

Yet at one stage it seemed 
that the class was doomed — 
strangled by red tape and 
buried under bureaucracy. 


Beryle is employed by the 


| adult education centre and half 


her working week was spent 
in Folkestone where her home 
was, and half in Ashford, ‘I 
was travelling 32 miles and it 
was getting exhausting.’ The 
solution seemed simple — an 
extension built onto her 
sister’s home in Hamstreet but 
the problems appeared at the 
planning stage. 

There were some innova- 
tions—a shower and toilet unit 
combined within the bedroom. 
But that wasn’t the reason — 
the local authority did not like 
the back door! 

Then it was argued that it 
was dangerous to teach child- 
ren in premises in which there 
were no swinging fire doors. 
‘The adult education centre had 
okayed the place so IT called in 
the Fire Brigade. They were 
here in under an hour and 
said “what do you mean about 
a fire door—this is a fire door 
——-don’t they know?” Obviously 
nobody had looked at the 


| 
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THE scene at the 


SHINS 


pottery class for h 
with Donna, one of her pupils. 
finishes off the demonstration work that Beryle starts, 


8 SSE 


strokes to illustrate technique. 


plans properly! 
‘T got so fed up with it all— 
there was a dossier of letters 


piling up and then the local , 


authority Claimed that they 
were bending over backwards 
to help me and that I appeared 
to be confused in my mind 
and that did it! I. resigned. 
I decided I just couldn’t go 
on fighting bureaucracy!’ 

But help was at hand in the 
shape of a TV crew from 
Southern Television and be- 
tween their filming of Beryle’s 
plight and its transmission 
Beryle got the council go- 
ahead and the pottery class was 
saved, 

Beryle shares two factors 
with her pupils—like them she 
is a happy but amateur potter 
and secondly, like them she is 
handicapped, 

At 14 she gained a scholar- 
ship to Folkestone College of 
Art—at 15 she was picked up 
by ambulance after a motor- 


seamemeninemmemmemennitiese ee 


‘Independent 


bike accident which was to 
keep her in Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital for six years and a 
wheelchair for the rest of her 
life. 

‘I had to spend a lot of time 
on my front because of the 
skin grafting on my back so I 
did things like fabric printing 
—anything that could be done 
lying on my front. Then I 
trained as an occupational 
therapist and worked at Stoke 
Mandeville with the young 
newly-disabled accident  vic- 
tims who were just beginning 
to realise that they were 
crippled for life. Somehow, 
me in my wheelchair helped to 
go a little way towards the 
problems of re-adjustment.’ 

She eventually returned to 
Folkestone and was offered the 
job of teaching art. 

At first she was teaching 
adults and on a _ Saturday 
morning holding an art class 
initially for delinquents. ‘Right 


i a mh 


andica pped students run by Beryle Bell, pictured 
Donna not only makes her own 


models but very often 


but here Beryle adds a few brush 


little herberts sent along from 
the magistrates court. But 
eventually Beryle found that 
What had started out with a 
Wide social mix ended up with 
a proponderance of children 
from middle-class professional 
families which she felt defeated 
the main aim. 

She began teaching ' the 
handicapped and found after 
a while that she was getting 
impatient with her able-~ 
bodied students, She still holds 
two fine art classes for adults 
a week, and also visits a 
geriatric home to hold a class. 
—but her main love is her 
handicapped pupils. ‘I must 
admit I’m rather over-pro- 
tective towards them and very 
biased about their work; but 
it’s because I really do think 
it’s so very, very good.’ 

Beryle teaches by simple 
repetition, and each project is 
just that little bit harder than 
the one before. 


Bathing 


Using all of over 40 years 
experience in helping the dis- 
abled, Meyra have designed a 
bath lifter that makes bathing a 
simple independant and 
relaxing experience, 

If you can turn a handle, 
you can have a bath. It’s as’ 
simple as that. Even if you 
can’t, it will take all the hard 
work out of assisting 
you in and out of the 


bath. 
Simple operation 


Just one handle 
for right or left hand 
use that holds the seat 
in any position you 


choose, 


Name 


Address 


. To Meyra Rehab (U.K.) Ltd., Unit 4, Copheap Lane, 
Warminster, Wilts. BA12 OBL, Tel. Warminster 9122, 


Please send me your Bathlifter brochure 
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many lifters. 


to-day, 


Easy installation 

It simply fits onto any rigid 
sided bath and clamps tight, 
It’s fully portable, 
Space saving 

It will fit confined areas 
which are often too small for 


Comfort & quality 

The anatomically designed 
seat and all other parts are 
fully water and corrosion proof, 
Our brochure tells the 
whole story. Send for it 
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10 SPASTICS NEWS 4 
the voluntary scene.... news about the local 


On 


He outstanding 


BARRY Harding (left), of the Falmouth Spastics Club, 
Cornwall, receives the Fred Annear Memorial Shield 
from the Mayor of Falmouth, Councillor G. Evans. T he 
shield is awarded annually to the most outstanding spastic 
person in the area. This year it went to Barry for his per- 
. formance at the international Spastics Games in France in 


August 1976. 


Trust an offender—and 


gain a kee 


- of service his place was taken 


INSTEAD of a fine or 
imprisonment, Courts are 
increasingly imposing a 
term of community service 
on offenders found guilty, 
and the scheme 1s pro- 
viding a valuable source 


of aid for voluntary 
‘societies. 

Charmian - Mould, ~ the 
Society’s senior regional 


officer in the West, can 
point to a number of 
‘success stories. Now she is 
urging local groups 
throughout. the country to 
contact their nearest 
Probation office if they 
need an extra pair of 
hands. 

So far the Plymouth group 
has had two offenders helping 
at the new Rockville House 
Centre. One was an electrician 
who, in addition to carrying 
‘out electrical work, also lent a 
hand with odd jobs including 
the lifting of heavy adults. 
When he’d completed his term 


- tinued 


by another. offender who con- 
to usefully help out 
with tasks as they. came up. 
At Cheltenham, a woman 
domestic «worker who was 
initially very diffident at. the 
prospect of working with. the 
handicapped, now not only 
does routine work but volun- 
tarily takes the disabled to the 
park in their wheelchairs. 
A group of offenders have 
been employed by the Dorset 
society to work.on the grounds 
of Edward House, a new adult 
residential centre. The grounds 
were in a rough state and 


badly in need of landscaping ~ 


which involved a lot of heavy 
work such as soil shifting. 
Having made a very good start, 
the work is to be continued by 
another group of offenders in 
August, 

Miss Mould stresses: ‘I 
think it should be borne in 
mind that the Community Ser- 
vice Department is seeking 
tasks which can be of benefit 
to the local community and 
which will also give the com- 


East 


’ THE Society’s East Regional 
Conference this year will take 
place on Saturday, September 
24 at Meldreth Manor School, 
near Royston, Hertfordshire. 
Theme of the conference will 
be ‘Patterns Progress,’ 
with emphasis on research, de- 
velopment, services and aids. 

Speakers include Dr Mary 
Seller of Guy’s Hospital Pae- 


diatric: Research Unit, Mr 
James Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society, Dr Michael 
Cotton, Warden of Church- 
town Farm _Field Studies 
Centre in Cornwall, and Mr 
Nick Green of Newton Aids 
Ltd. =e 


of 
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CROYDON, © Suiton and 
District Spastics Society 
has organised another 
record-breaking house-to- 
house collection which 
raised £7,600. This was 
£900 up on iast year, 
thanks to the 1,100 volun- 
teers who took part. 


SPONSORED slim organised 
by the Shrewsbury Chronicle 
newspaper has raised £572 for 


Shropshire Spastics Society. 
The money will go towards a 
£20,000 extension at the 
group’s training centre, 


A creche will be provided ' 


for parents who wish to bring 
their children. 


AT. Bushbury Jubilee Festival 
members of the Wolverhamp- 
ton and District Spastics 
Society Training Centre man- 
ned a stall and sold goods 
made by those who attend the 
centre three days each week. 


The goods on the stall were 
quickly sold out, a particu- 
larly popular item being large 
red, white and blue Jubilee 
flowers. The trainees were 
much encouraged by their 
success and the venture. has 
already led to an invitation to 
attend a youth festival and 
display goods made. at the 
centre, 


TOTAL of £915 was raised 
for the Society’s South-East 
Region during the recent 
‘Woking, appeal.’ Sixth form- 


chooses progressive theme 


ers from two- local schools 


took part. 


A HOUSE-to-house collection 
held in the Rochester area 
‘of Kent, brought in £507 for 
the . Society’s . South_» East 
Region, 


COFFEE morning and _ sale 
held at Arundel Castle has 
raised a record total of £490 
for Worthing, 
and District Spastics Society. 


GRANGE and District Spas- 
tics Society, Cumbria, raised 
£930 which has been sent to 
Cumbria Spastics Society in 
Carlisle. Of this amount, £455 
came from a sponsored walk 
across the bay at low tide from 
Silverdale to Grange, in which 
over 200 people took part. 


_A loyal trio in Dorset 


AT the 22nd annual general 
meeting of the Dorset Spastics 
Society, three group officers 
entered a collective 25-year 
period of service. John Ed- 
wards was elected chairman 
for the 11th year, Ted Nelson 
to his 10th term of office as 
hon secretary and Marion 
Lawford became hon treasurer 
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for the fourth year. 

At the meeting, it was re- 
ported that a £38,000 exten- 
sion to Edward House, the 
group’s centre, was well under 
way and this would provide 10 
extra short-stay beds to. be 
reserved for children in the 
Dorset area. Members were 
told it was important to con- 
finue urgent fund raising to 
pay for the extension, 


Litthehampton ° 


n new worker 


munity service worker a sense 
of involvement and meaning- 
ful contribution in their under- 
taking. It is a fact that these 
offenders who have under- 
achieved. at work or socially, 
do respond when given ‘the 


opportunity. 
‘I feel sure that these 
workers could be of gre at 


value to a great many groups, 
so if you have either not con- 
sidered the scheme or been 
reluctant to use it, do get m 
touch with your local Proba- 
tion office. This way you are 
not only getting much needed 
assistance but also helping 
the offenders — giving  valu- 
able help and encouragement 
for those able-bodied people 
who have a different sort of 
handicap to overcome.’ ‘ 

Community service workers 
are over 17 and carry out their 
duties in their spare time, 
either working alongside others 
associated with a voluntary 
organisation or working on 4 
specific project in groups 
supervised by the Probation 
Service. 


‘Magnificent’ couple 


raised £5,000—plus 


DENNIS. Mabey -and_ his 
wite Brenda of Carshalton, 
Surrey, have raised over 


£5,000 for the Croy- 


don, Sutton and _Disrict 
Spastics Society during 
the past six years. 


They organised darts tour- 
naments in local pubs and 
an annual dance. 
_ At this year’s dance held 
-in Wallington, the couple 
handed over a cheque for 
£716. Alex Tran, chairman 
of the Croydon group’s 
appeals committee is seen 
receiving the donation, — 
This was the last event 
which the Mabeys _ will 
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organise, but they have 

_ arranged for a successor to 
carry on the darts tourna- 
ments. 

Said John Eve, Press 
Officer of Croydon, Sutton 
and District  Spastics 
Society, ‘There is only one 
word to describe Brenda 
and Dennis’ work — mag- 
nificent. The work involved 
in the organisation of this 
competition is enormous 
and time-consuming — 
and these two have 
shouldered the burden right 


from -the start. We sre ex-. 


tremely grateful for their 
‘support.’ 
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She leads | 
the way | 
‘to school | 


integration | 


KEELEY Goodall, 14, — 
proudly demonstrates the — 
new electric wheelchair — 
presented to her by Hemel - 
Hempstead and District .| 4 
Spastics Society. The group | 
raised the £500 purchase 
price with the aid of Hemel — 
Hempstead Ladies Circle, 
The new-found freedom 
given by the chair has en- 
abled Keeley to go to 
Adeyfield, the local com- 
prehensive, and one of four ; 
schools in Hertfordshire 
equipped to take handi- 
capped children, 
Keeley’s mother, Mrs 
Valerie Goodall, told Spas 
News: ‘She can only walk 
very short distances and_ 
used to attend The Spastic 
-Society’s Wilfred Pick 
‘School. We liyed in Yorks a 
then, but we moved to H 
fordshire because we'd he 
that this education author y 
has a very enlightened attitude 
towards handicapped pup! 
The authority has s e 
about £20,000 in  adapéin 
. Adeyfield School with a 
ramps over most of the step 
and special toilets. * 
Keeley is so far the 
handicapped child at 
school but her headmast@ 
_Mr Kenneth Pickering, is 
pleased with her progress 
hopes that the scheme can” 
extended to other wheelclal 
users. The school can Cf 
with about a dozen hast 
capped pupils. Aas 
Picture: Hemel Hemps' 
cae ~ Gaz 


nw 


¢ 


= Families | Disabled 
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must have’ air views 
 @ break’ on‘plane 
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_ €are not only gives families a 
a much-needed break but also 

_ provides 
_ tunity for assessment and to 
_ begin a programme of treat- 


a 


ie 


| 


More than 600 people took 
_ part, including the Mayor of 
_ Windsor, Tain Harris, and his 
wife. 
' with maintenance costs of 
_ Chiltern House, a short-stay 


| 
| 
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i TESTING 


FAMILIES caring for 
mentally handicapped 


_ people have a right to ex- 


pect short periods of re- 


lief as part of the family 
_. Support services, and pro- 
_- posals to improve standards 


_ of short term residential 


care for the mentally 


a handicapped are made in a 


new pamphlet. 

The pamphlet, published by 
National Development 
Group for the Mentally Handi- 
capped, says that this type of 


a. valuable oppor- 


ment and training. 


_. The Group was set up two 
years ago to, advise the Secre- 
tary of 
_ vices 
mentally handicapped. 
_ already published pamphlets 
on ‘Mental Handicap—Plan- 
‘ning 
_ Handicapped- Children — A 
~ plan for action’ and ‘Helping 
_ Mentally Handicapped School 
. Leavers.’ 


State for Social Ser- 
for the 
Tt. has 


on policies 


“Together,” ‘Mentally 


These are available from 


cs NDGMH, Alexander Fleming 


House, Elephant and Castle, 


London SEI 6BY. 


600 walkers 


A SPONSORED walk in 
~ Windsor Great Park raised 
nearly £3,000 for the East 


Region of The Spastics Society. 


The money will help 


centre for spastic adults in 


Oxford. | 
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travel 


DISABLED travellers had 
an opportunity to state 
their views at a conference 
for an air travellers held 
by the Airline Users Com- 
mittee, 


Peter Large, Chairman 
of the Joint Committee on 
Mobility for the Disabled, 
emphasised that disabled 
people are not usually sick 
people, although many air- 
lines persist in treating 
them as such. He said that 
the layout of British air- 
ports was steadily improv- 
ing from the access point of 
view but the reception of 
disabled passengers still left 
much to be desired. 


He said: ‘A handicapped 
traveller books a ticket and 
dutifully gets a medical 
certificate if the airline 
requires it.... He dutifully 
advises the airline of his 
special needs, dutifully turns 
up at the airport in very good 
time and dutifully checks in— 
‘to be greeted with surprise and 
consternation. .;. 


‘I once suffered a hastily 
contrived Cook’s tour of an 
airport—lifted in and out of 
too many things, too. many 
times to remember—to be 
greeted at the aircraft door by 
an. irate captain who told me 
that ('d held him up.’ 


It is obvious that whatever 
prior notification disabled 
people are required to give, it 
does not always get into the 
hands of those who need it. 

Another speaker, Elizabeth 
Fanshawe of the Disabled 
Living Foundation, said how 
much wheelchair users resen- 
ted being deprived of their 
own. wheelchairs at the check- 
in desk, ready for stowing in 
the luggage hold, 

‘One wheelchair is not like 
another, and airport wheel- 
chairs are quite unlike any 
other, said Miss Fanshawe. 
She added that a _ folded 
wheelchair was not much 
larger than the maximum size 
allowed for hand luggage. 

She also spoke of the prob- 
lems of toiletting and low 
airport seating. 
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_| Here are just three 


convincing reasons 


MRS Nancy Ford, of 
Waldegrave Terrace, Rad- 
stock, near Bath, had two 
dreams come true when 


’ she was presented with a 


new British Leyland Mini 
by West country band 
leader, Acker Bilk, at 


RED Rum was not around 
tm congratulate Southport 
dustman George Moore on 
his £5,000 win on the 
Spastics Pool. Unfortu- 


nately the super-horse was 
out to grass and _ stable- 
mate Richanna — stepped 
in to fill the breach. 
George, of Canning Road, 


is AGG 

OVER 400 attended the 
21st Anniversary Dance at 
Tiffany’s in Purley, which 
was a joint venture by 
Barry Peat, warden of 
Coombe Farm = Spastics 
Centre, and Peter Jones, 
regional manager of the 
Spastics Pool. It was a 
night to remember for Mr 
Jack Woodley who, 
together with his wife 
Maureen and daughter 
Jane, 10, received the keys 
of a pew Mini which he 


for joining 


the Spastics Pool 


Bristol. Mrs Ford, a part- 
time clerk with Avon 
social services in Mid- 
somer Norton, had been 
trying to win a car for 
many years and was abso- 
lutely delighted to receive 
the keys from Acker. 


High Park, has been an 
employee of the council for 
14 years and will be 
taking a holiday in the 
Lakes on his winnings and 


saving the rest. - 
Picture shows trainer 
Ginger McCain and 


Richanna presenting the 
£5,000 cheque to George 
Moore (left). 


won in a Charm Girl 
competition, 


Guests of honour at the 
evening were the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Croydon, Ako 
present were Mr James Lor- 
ing, Director of The Spastics 
Society, and his wife, Anita; 
Mr Kenneth Long, Managing 
Director of Top Ten and Mrs 
Long; Mr Geoffrey Arter, 
Director, Top Ten, and Mrs 
Arter; Ted Rhodes, warden of 
The Spastics Society’s Thorn- 
grove Agricukura) Centre and 
his wife, Monica, 


Raising 


SPASTICS NEWS ft 


cash the — 


gruelling way 


THE Ten Tors Expedition across Dartmoor is renowned 


for its gruelling pace and the endurance required to com- 
plete it. It is an annual event organised by the Army but 


this year, among the 2,600 entrants, for the first time ever, 
were seyen pupils from the Dame Hannah Rogers School 
for the ‘handicapped, Ivybridge, and 12 from St Lloyds 
College for the physically disabled. ; 


Although the Army 
make sure it never loses a 
man on the march, super- 
vision is not ‘constricting 
and the only concession to 
the disability was that 
instead of sheltering under 
canvas, the handicapped 
were given temporary huts 
for the one night stop-over, 
and -those in wheelchairs 
were pushed by soldiers. 

Local appeals officer for The 
Spastics Society, Derek Dean, 
walked part of the 11-mile 
route with the disabled con- 
tingent. 

‘Having lived here all my 
life I’m familiar with the 
moors and its lovely country. 
But the Ten Tors Expedition 
is a really huge Army _ opera- 
tion with helicopters and 
walkie talkie sets and Army 
personnel dotted about. A lot 
of the walkers have been. spon- 
sored locally and already I’ve 


received a cheque for £125, so - 


if it keeps up we should do 
very well.’ 

The event has raised £2,000 
for the Society in the last five 
years, 


Army target for Cyril 


CYRIL Cattell is the 
Society’s Senior Regional 
Officer in the east but he was 
wearing a different cap when 
he visited Germany during his 
annual holiday this summer. 


He used to be-a full-time 
member of Toc H, the Service- 


men’s organisation founded 
by the late Rev ‘Tubby’ 
Clayton. Cyril was General 


Secretary for 10 years before 
joining the Society, but still 
retained his links, and is now 
honorary Chairman of Toc H. 
It was in this role that he 
visited the British Army on 
the Rhine’s six Toc H family 
social and cultural centres, 
one of which was in West 
Berlin, 
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New group — 
new Idea 


. 
| CHARD and South Somer- 
set Association for Spastics 
and Handicapped is one of 
/ 
| 


a —— 


the newest groups in the 
Society’s West Region, but. 
already it has come up 
with a good idea in the “4 
way of fund-raising. ‘ 
Smeathar pe Stock Car 
Stadium near Honiton, Devon, 
is the setting for the group’s 
decorated vehicle parade on 
July 24. Judging the vehicles 
as they pass by in Carnival 
fashion will be the Society's 
Senior Regional Officer in the 
West, Miss Charmian Mould, 
and a member of the stadium 
staff. And after the prizes 


| have been presented, group 
members will move among 
/ 


the crowd with collecting 
} tins. 


“While I was there Richard 
Astbury, who — presents the 
British Forces Network’s pro- 
‘gramme, “The 5.30 Report,” 
interviewed me about my 


work with the Society. He 

asked for my views on the | 
topic of euthanasia and the 

very severely handicapped. 

‘I argued the dangers of 
abuse and explained how the 
Society had tackled the prob- 
lem years ago by the positive 
approach of building Mel- 
dreth Manor School.’ 

As a result of this broad- 
cast Mr Cattell found that 
when he next visited a Toc 
H centre he was immediately 
inundated with questions 
about the Society and its work. 
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THE §Society’s Director 
James Loring presents his 
special prize to Claire 
Wheeler, 21-year-old Brad- 
ford University 


who wrote a moving, per- 
sonal account of a child 
facing the loss of her sight. 
Claire’s guide dog Sheba 
is in the foreground. 


SECOND . prize in the 
‘adult section went to John 
Hawkridge, a tax collec- 
tor from Leeds. John’s 
entry told of the moun- 


tains he has climbed des- - 


pite a spastic disability. 


PETER McDonald, aged 


11, from London, won 
second prize in the school- 
children’s section, 


student, - 
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IT was daffodils that put Poet Laureate William 


Wordsworth into 


just about every poetry 


anthology ever compiled, and daffodils that led 
to Yvonne Klein-Bentiey winning the silver cup 
for poetry presented by Lady Wilson at this 
year’s literary contest, organised by The Spastics 


Society. 

~ Yet it- was - sheer 
chance that made 
Yvonne, a former 


pupil at the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School 
and now an-executive 
officer at. London’s 
County. Hall, submit 
an entry. 

‘I wanted a friend to go 
in for the contest and she 
agreed to if I did — I 
chose a poem thinking 
“what have I got to lose?” 
so it was a bit embarrassing 
having to tell her I'd won. 
I'd only entered in order to 
encourage her!’ 


It was to mark the 
Queen’s Silver Jubilee that 
the contest was widened to 
accept entries from all 
handicapped people, and 
also to mark the Jubilee 
that Lady Wilson, wife of 
the former Prime Minister. 
Sir Harold Wilson, person- 
ally donated a silver cup 
for the-poetry section. that 
she always judges. — 

Yvonne's poem, “Mute 
Trumpets, was based on a 
scene that had impressed her 
on a holiday to Holland 
nearly five years ago. ‘Then 
last year I was passing some 
daffodils. and it was such a 
fantastic sight that it reminded 
me of the Dutch scene. 

‘I felt I just had to write 
the poem.’ 

Lady Wilson and her fellow 
judges, Claire Rayner of The 
Sun, Jean Rook of the Daily 
Express, and’ Robert Robin- 
son, BBC personality, were 
welcomed to the prizegiving 
held at the Society’s Family 
Services and Assessment 
Centre at Fitzroy Square by 
the Society’s Chairman, Dor- 
rien Belson. 

Mr Belson paid tribute to 
the fact that not only did 
Lady Wilson judge the poetry 
section but had made time 
each year to attend the prize- 
giving and present the prizes. 

Lady Wilson made no 
apologies for her speech which 
she began by saying ‘was the 
same as the one I made last 
year. It’s not because I’ve 
run out of ideas but because 


{ still feel very strongly that 
once you label someone as 
“handicapped” then you've 
put them in a pigeon-hole.’ 

Not only was Lady Wilson 
out to attack those who 
couldn’t see the real person 
behind the ‘handicapped tag, 
she also denounced the myth 
that ‘suffering ennobles the 
character’ and that somehow 
all disabled people showld be 
angels. 


the Society's Wilfred 
Pickles School, first in the 
children’s section. 


and cup from Lady Wilson. ‘ 
Wilson’s personal gesture to mark the Queen’s Jubilee, 
and Yvonne is its first holder. 


ned entries set judges 


SUSAN Wynn, a pupil of 


VONNE KLEIN-BENTLEY receives her poetry prize 


The silver cup is Lady 


‘New success for literary contest 


HILARY Stevenson, from Walsall, pictured with Robert 
Robinson, who awarded her entry first prize in the adult 
section. Hilary is studying psychology at the University 


of Birmingham. 


a hard task 


THE oldest of the prize- 
winners — Thomas Bertris, 
aged 64. Thomas, who is 
totally blind, was runner- 
up in the poetry section. 


Claire Rayner had. a 
confession to make in her 
speech—'The first time I was 
reading. the entries for the 
under-11’s I was sitting on a 
train, and thé work was so 
clever and funny I kept burst- 
ing into laughter to the horror 
of my fellow passengers, 


Bob Robinson, who has the 
reputation. of being a some- 
what stern critic where literary 
matters are concerned, was, 
for him, lavish in his praise 
of the adults’ section winner. 
He described the work as: 


THE WINNERS 


Poetry section, judged 


by Lady Wilson. Ist: 
Yvonne Klein - Bentley, 
Perivale, Middlesex (dis- 
ability; cerebral palsy), 
‘Mute Trumpets. 2nd: 
Thomas _— Berris, North 


Finchley, London (blind- 
ness) ‘The Silent Ones.’ 
Schoolchildren’s Section, 
judged by Claire Rayner. 
Ist: Susan Wynn, aged 10, 
of Thorrington, Colchester, 
Essex (cerebral palsy), ‘The 
Magician.’ 2nd: Peter Mc- 
Donald, aged 11, of Lon- 
don, E10 (cerebral palsy), 
‘The Machine that Would 
Clear up the World.’ 
Adolescents’ Section, 
judged by Jean Rook, Ist: 


Yvonne Burns, aged 15, of 
Kirklandneuk, Renfrew, 
(spina bifida), ‘A Fly’s Eye 
View. 2nd James Ander- 
son, aged 13, Broxburn, 
Edinburgh (cerebral palsy), 
‘Milkman.’ 

Adults Section, judged 
by Robert Robinson. Ist: 
Hilary Stevenson, 27, of 
Walsall, West Midlands 
(polio), ‘Understanding.’ 
2nd: John Hawkridge, 28. 
Leeds (cerebral palsy), ‘The 
Lure of the Long Distance 
Walk.’ 

Direstor’s Special Prize 
awarded to Claire Wheeler, 
21, of Taunton, Somerset 
(blindness), ‘First Light of 
Dawn.’ mae 


‘Elegant, highly wrought with 
no self-consciousness, and real 


imagination. Its intensity 
struck me and Vd be inter- 
ested to see the writer try 
something over a _ longer 
distance.’ 

The. Society’s Director, 


James Loring, in presenting 
his Special Prize, explained: 
‘Literary Contests are subjecti- 
vist. With other events it can 
be quite clear who the win- 
ner is: by who is first past the 


‘post, or who has got the high- 


est score. My prize isn’t a 
consolation prize, but it does 
go to someone whose work 
the judges have missed.’ 


BELOW: Yvonne Burns, 
15, from Scotland, who 
has spina bfida, receives 
her first prize in ~ the 
adolescent -section from 
Lady Wilson, watched by 


Daily Express columnist 
Jean Rook, the section 
judge. 
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RUNNER-up in the ado- 
lescent section was Jam 
Anderson, 13, of Weste 
School for spastics, | 
burgh, who two years | 
gained: first prize in 
schoolchildren’s section. 
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